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Dear Fiona  

   

As the Committee is aware, the Upper Tribunal's decision in the Fish Legal case was given in February.  We 

understand that the deadline for appeals against that decision has now passed and we are not aware of any such 

appeal having been made.    

   

We also understand that Water UK - which represents all major statutory water and wastewater service supply 

organisations in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland - has, with its members, instructed a firm to 

provide advice on the application of the environmental information regulations.  We have been informed that 

this advice includes practical issues, such as how to organise internally to achieve compliance, the most 

common types of request and how companies might deal with them, and the question of what companies are 

permitted to charge for.  Guidance should, we understand, be available by the end of this month.  Water UK has 

raised the issue of the environmental information legislation with senior personnel at the companies they 

represent so that they are aware of its impact.  

   

We would be happy to provide the Committee with further information on the steps being taken to address the 

Upper Tribunal's decision, if required.  

   

Regards  

Ahmed  

   

   

Ahmed Azam  

UK National Focal Point to the UNECE Aarhus Convention  

Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs  

Nobel House (Area 2D)  

17 Smith Square  

London  

SW1P 3JR  

   

t:   +44 (0) 207 238 5850  

m: +44 (0) 7785 413 844  


